


NEPA Background

 Lofty goals for federal agencies:
– Be trustee of the environment for future generations
– Assure safe, healthful, aesthetic, cultural, and productive

surroundings
– Attain widest range of beneficial uses of environment without

degradation
– Preserve cultural, historic, natural aspects of environment
– Achieve balance between population and resource use



NEPA

• NEPA is PROCEDURAL statute
– Agencies must take “HARD LOOK” at

environmental consequences
• NEPA does not drive decision

– Not required to select least environmentally
damaging alternative

– Not required to elevate environmental concerns
above other considerations

• There is no “NEPA regulator” --  NEPA
oversight is through the courts



PRINCIPAL PURPOSE IN PREPARING
EIS

• IDENTIFY AND ASSESS POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON
THE NATURAL AND HUMAN ENVIRONMENT THAT
WOULD RESULT FROM IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
PROPOSED ACTIONS

• DESCRIBE AND EVALUATE  REASONABLE
ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTIONS THAT
WOULD MINIMIZE ADVERSE EFFECTS ON THE
HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

• IDENTIFY AND RECOMMEND SPECIFIC MITIGATION
MEASURES, AS NECESSARY, TO MINIMIZE THE
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

• ADDRESS RELEVANT COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT
EIS PROVIDED BY THE PUBLIC

(EIS 1-21 - 1-27)













NEPA Trigger
• Compliance is required whenever an agency proposes to take “a major

federal action”
• A “major federal action” is any action that has the potential for

significant  impact on human environment
• Typical actions:

– Constructing facilities
– Awarding grants
– Approving permits
– R&D
– Real Estate actions (leasing, disposal, acquisition)

• The “BUT FOR” Test….The action couldn’t occur but for an
action by a federal agency



Mitigation

• Reduces or lessens environmental impacts
• Options

– Avoid: select alternative action
– Minimize: use alternative technologies
– Rectify: repair or restore
– Compensate: replace





 


